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You put a smile 
on my face

“Things just spiralled really quickly from working and doing well to lockdown and Brexit putting 
a stop to everything. We had no one to support us except for the Fishermen’s Mission. They helped 
me get back on my feet and to crack on with fishing and the future. I’m smiling now – I wasn’t 
smiling a few months ago!” Marc, a fisherman from Bangor, North Wales.
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Fishermen’s Mission Port Officer 
for North Wales, Jane Devereux, 

explains how Marc was supported:

“The fishermen here have had such 
a hard season. For many it has been 

a case of just trying to survive. Marc 

was facing eviction due to rent arrears 

but with help from SAIL (Seafarers 

Advice and Information Line) and our 

maritime partner charities we were 

able to stop that happening and begin 

to help Marc manage his finances. 
During the pandemic we also sourced 

laptops for his three children and a 

Christmas Hamper.” 

Covering 18 harbours and 100 fishing 
vessels in North Wales, Jane has 

seen her caseload increase over the 

last two years. Jane comments:

“There has been a sharp rise in fishing 
families contacting us recently. Many 

of the fishermen have debt problems. 
Working with SAIL we find that getting 
fishermen to put their finances down 
on paper and work through them is a 

relief. Though it is a daunting process, 

one fisherman told me he would now 
be able to sleep after simply writing 

down his debts.”

Sometimes it is the women of the 

family who seek help. Dawn is the 

partner of a fisherman who contacted 
Jane recently. Dawn says:  

“I met Jane when things looked 

hopeless, but we were helped and 

cared for when it felt like no one 

else did! I’ll be forever grateful. 

We had help with the bankruptcy 

payments and funding for food, 

heating and electric over Christmas 

– a real Christmas miracle! The 

children have been helped and I’ve 

received constant support through 

text, emails, visits and phone calls. 

Jane also helped by signposting me 

to a counselling service and even 

provided recipes to help with my 

diabetes! The Fishermen’s Mission 

has been so reassuring and caring. 

Thank you so much for everything – 

God bless you!”

For Jane Devereux, the 

Fishermen’s Mission’s work 

in North Wales is about taking 

fishermen in need from despair to 
hope. That was the case with both 
Marc and Dawn and their families, 
who send their heartfelt thanks to 
you for your support. 

Jane Devereux, Fishermen’s Mission Port 

Officer for North Wales

Bangor fisherman Marc
Jane meets Marc for a socially 
distanced welfare call

The masts and trawlers at Port Penrhyn 
Dock, Bangor
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Unfailing compassion 
and care
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“An emergency call from the Shetland Coastguard Helicopter informed us 
of a fisherman from South East Asia requiring urgent medical care. Liaising 
with the Stromness Lifeboat crew we provided comfort and support to a very 
ill and anxious fisherman, who didn’t even know which country he was in.”

T
hese are the words of David 

Sinclair, Fishermen’s Mission 

Area Officer for Orkney who 
continued to care for the stricken 

fisherman with hospital visits, 
arranging contact with family 

overseas and translation services  

to ensure good communication.  

As David says:

“This was a time for unfailing 

compassion for a fisherman far away 
from home.” 

As the Fishermen’s Mission man 

in Orkney, David engages with 

fishermen from all over the world who 
arrive from the Atlantic or North Sea 

waters surrounding the islands. Lying 

about 10 miles north of the Scottish 

mainland, Orkney comprises of 70 

islands, of which 20 are inhabited.  

The remote geography of Orkney 

often means early starts and late 

nights as David travels on both land 

and sea, visiting the outer islands. 

Many shellfish fishermen work here, 
making up the fleet of approximately 
150 creel boats found in Orkney 

today. This includes hand scallop 

divers who fish the clear waters 
around the islands.  

In recent times David has provided 

financial and social support to active 
and retired fishermen and their 
families, making many calls supporting 

their mental health. David relates how 

the Fishermen’s Mission has made a 

difference across Orkney:

“Every day we listen to the unique 

needs of our clients and then act on 

their behalf. Our help can be simple 

but profoundly life changing. We 

provided a suitable chair for a retired 

fisherman, alleviating his ongoing 
discomfort and health problems. 

Harsh winter weather can prevent 

smaller boats from fishing meaning 
we are called upon to provide support 

for fishing families struggling with 
no income. We’ve also been able to 

source laptops during the pandemic, 

ensuring fishermen’s children can 
continue their education.” 

David’s faith, his short time at sea, 

and experience as a trained nurse, 

led him to work for the Fishermen’s 

Mission. He comments:

“I feel privileged to be part of a very 

worthwhile charity in one of life’s 

toughest industries, meeting and 

helping people from all over the  

world and enabling me to be of  

direct benefit to the community.”   
Please donate today to make 
possible our work of unfailing 
compassion and care to fishing 
communities in Orkney and 
throughout the UK. Thank you. 

David Sinclair receives the belongings 
of a sick visiting fisherman from the 
Stromness lifeboat crew

David Sinclair (right) with Aubrey 
Jamieson from Shetland Fishermen’s 
Mission

Fishing boats laying up at Stromness 
Harbour
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Roub Morgan is the owner and skipper of the fishing vessel Makfort FR170.  
Normally upbeat and positive, Roub has been a fisherman for many years, 
fishing off Fraserburgh in North East Scotland. As Roub explains, a full year of 
coronavirus and then Brexit, poor catch prices and a lack of fish has meant the 
last year has been tough:
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“There’s no doubt about it, 2021 has 

been the poorest start to a year I 

have ever had. Last March I was in 

a good place; the fishing was going 
well, and I was looking forward 

to another decent year. Then the 

Covid-19 pandemic struck. Fish 

markets in Europe and around the 

world closed. The hospitality sector 

at home shut its doors and we were 

immediately struggling. No one was 

buying the beautiful crab and lobster 

I catch off the east coast of Scotland. 

For most creel fishermen like me, 
going to sea was costing more than 

we were getting for our catch. Little 

has changed since then. Despite the 

relaxing of rules in the summer, the 

markets still didn’t pick up. As winter 

drew in and Christmas approached, 

a second lockdown closed our creel 

fishing at its most lucrative point, and 
it hasn’t really started again since.” 

Throughout the year Roub and 

his fellow fishermen have been 
supported by Miriam Kemp from the 

Fraserburgh Fishermen’s Mission. 

Roub says it’s so reassuring to 

know they have someone to turn to 

when life gets really tough. Miriam 

comments:

“Fishermen like Roub have learnt to 

be resilient. They have to be when 

you consider all they battle against 

Roub’s new adventure

just to make a living. Today I watched 

Roub clean the grime and crud off his 

lobster pots, turning them from grey 

looking to black with bright coloured 

tied edges.” 

Roub is preparing for a new 

adventure, as he explains here:

“My plan is to set off with me in the 

boat and my wife and our dogs in 

a motorhome, heading towards the 

more touristy areas of Scotland 

and praying hard that we don’t face 

another lockdown. It will mean a 

summer living like a nomad, travelling 

to find the opening markets, selling 
crabs and lobsters to restaurants 

and hotels and to anyone who wants 

them. We’ll spend the summer 

evenings prepping the boat for the 

next day, all in the effort to make at 

least something out of what has been 

a miserable year.”

Miriam Kemp, Fishermen’s Mission Area 
Officer at Fraserburgh

Adventurous Roub gets prepared
The Makfort – spruced up and ready to go!
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Our fishermen give the best years of their lives to the sea, 
working in the most dangerous environment possible. 
Once their seagoing days are done, they can rely upon the 
Fishermen’s Mission to be there for them. Often it’s the 
simple things that mean the most. 

6

R
etired Newlyn fisherman, Dave, 
has only really known a life at 

sea. Fishing from the age of six and 

then full time from leaving school, 

Dave has spent almost 50 years on a 

fishing boat. 
Ill health forced Dave to hang up his 

nets: multiple heart attacks, arthritis, 

diabetes and COPD have meant life 

has been a struggle for years. One 

thing that gave Dave great joy was 

his tiny Cornish fisherman’s cottage. 
He’d never really known what it was 

to have his own place and his one 

desire was to make it as homely as 

possible.

However, Dave had a problem. 

His tiny cottage was stuffed to the 

gills with all sorts of equipment and 

tools. A shed was purchased but 

due to Dave’s ill health it remained 

unopened, awaiting construction. 

Following an Occupational 

Therapist’s visit a referral was made 

Many hands make 
light work

to Mike Dale, Fishermen’s Mission 

Area Officer for Newlyn. Mike 
comments:

“Dave was desperate to get his 

house sorted, it was his pride and joy. 

Having the shed built would be a big 

step forward so I asked around for 

some volunteer help.”

That volunteer help came in the 

shape of a team from Royal Naval 

Air Station Culdrose, led by Jay King 

– husband of our Helston Charity 

shop manager, Mel King. Jay’s team 

set to work and soon had the shed 

completed. They even found time 

to build a BBQ and clear a spot in 

Dave’s front garden so he could sit 

and enjoy the sunshine. 

As Dave tells us, this simple help 

meant everything: 

“This is the first home I have ever 
really had. It was hard to accept 

help, but this will really make a 

difference to getting it how I want it.”

Fishermen’s Mission volunteers play 

a huge role in helping us deliver our 

services. Mike Dale comments:

“It’s great to help Dave get settled 

and content in his own home. 

This has improved Dave’s life 

considerably so a huge thank you 

to our brilliant Fishermen’s Mission 

volunteers.”

Can you volunteer for the 
Fishermen’s Mission? We’d love 
to hear from you! Please call us on 
0800 6341020 or email enquiries@

fishermensmission.org.uk

Mike Dale at Newlyn Harbour

Dave with his dog Sam, the volunteer team and a new shed!
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https://www.facebook.com/fishermensmission
https://twitter.com/thefishmish
https://www.instagram.com/thefishmish/
mailto:enquiries@fishermensmission.org.uk
https://www.fishermensmission.org.uk/
https://www.fishermensmission.org.uk/about-us/annual-reviews/

