THE
EISHER MEN’S
> MISSION

T

Stories f_rt_J_h;n~m = Autumn 202
\ AL R I .
) e

. —

CREDIT:SEAFISH



) Songs from sea to shore

Fishing runs in the blood. The life lessons of days and nights toiling at sea is passed
down through the generations. The Haisell family have fished off the Kent coast

for over a hundred years. Today, Richard Haisell fishes off Hythe Beach. However,
fishing is not the only talent that runs in the family, as Richard explains:

“Our family has seen Becky Haisell agrees,
a succession of
fishermen and very
talented vocalists
down the generations.
That passion for the
sea and singing has
found its way to our
daughter Becky. Since

the age of 12, Becky
has helped me at sea  Your support means fishing families can fulfill

and ashore. Her real their potential and see their dreams become
passion is singing realities. Please donate today to ensure

and she is now in fishermen’s children never have to miss out.
the final year of a master’s degree at the Guildhall
School of Music & Drama in London. However, due
to the unstable economic nature of fishing, times
have been tough. We could simply no longer afford to
support her studies and we thought Becky’s dreams
to be a professional singer were over. | have never
asked anyone for anything and feel frustrated in
doing so, but after chatting with Hayley Hamlett from
the Fishermen’s Mission here on the South Coast of
England, a solution was found.”

“I am overwhelmed by the support I've received —

I now have the chance to make my dreams come
true. I've grown up surrounded by stories of hard
work, resilience and sacrifice — qualities | often see
in my fisherman dad. | will take their dedication to the
job with me on my studies, as well as the legacy of
the unfinished dreams of my fishing and music-loving
ancestors.”
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Becky and her dad unloading the catch

“l AM OVERWHELMED BY THE SUPPORT
I'VE RECEIVED — | NOW HAVE THE
CHANCE TO MAKE MY DREAMS (OME
TRUE. I'VE GROWN UP SURROUNDED BY
“Speaking with Richard and Becky, | could see how STORIES OF HARD WORK, RESILIENCE
disappointed and distressed they were. The children AND SACRIFICE — QUALITIES | OFTEN SEE

of fishermen can miss out on opportunities like

this, and | was determined to make Becky’s dream IN MY FISHERMAN DAD.”
a reality. | contacted one of our partner maritime

charities — the Royal Merchant Navy Educational

Foundation. They stepped in with a grant to cover the

course fees and an allowance to cover Becky’s living

costs. It was a fabulous result!”

Hayley takes up the story...

Becky, Haisell on Hythe Beach



) Walking with hope

There are not always neat solutions or easy answers for the issues facing our
clients. Cases can be complex and sensitive. Walking alongside our fishermen and
providing hope in turbulent times is key to our work. In Devon, Fishermen’s Mission
Support Officer Rebecca Jessamine tells us about one such case:

“After spending 30 years fishing off the Devon coast,
this fisherman was well known to us. Recently,
concerned family members contacted us, fearful for
his health and wellbeing. He has deafness in one ear,
which affects his balance, resulting in several falls. He
also has a long history of alcohol dependency, leading
to illness and injury, including pancreatitis. This means
extended stays in hospital. When he is well enough,
he goes back to sea, back to the fishing he loves.
However, the continuing decline of his physical and
mental health sees prolonged time ashore, leading

to financial pressures and debt as he has no regular
income.

“Our client’s partner is an excellent support for both
him and his mother, who lives in the flat below them.
However, the owner of the flat is selling the property,
meaning his mum will soon be evicted. This all adds
more stress and anxiety to the couple.

“Walking with this client has seen us refer him to a
local organisation providing wraparound assistance for
people with addiction issues. He really benefits from
this support by attending daily sessions, reducing his
alcohol intake, and is now successfully undergoing the
detox process.

“We also referred him to the local foodbank and SAIL
(Seafarers’ Advice and Information Line) to get help
with his debts. When he was discharged from a recent
hospital stay, we supplied emergency supermarket
vouchers and are exploring longer-term grants.

“For this fisherman and his partner, life is not

a straightforward journey. There will be good
days and difficult days. Thankfully, they have the
Fishermen’s Mission walking with them. There

is no time limit - no cut-off point to the caring
support we will provide. Your donations mean we
can continue to bring hope where it is needed the
most. Thank you.”

“THANKFULLY, THEY HAVE THE FISHERMEN'S
MISSION WALKING WITH THEM. THERE IS NO

TIME LIMIT - NO CUT-OFF POINT TO THE CARING

SUPPORT WE WILL PROVIDE.”

Rebeeca JéssafnTné on aboat.visit
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“FOR ME, IT’S A PRIVILEGE TO SERVE OUR
SHETLAND FISHING COMMUNITIES.
MY CHRISTIAN FAITH UNDERPINS

MY WORK AND MINISTRY.”

Aubrey Jamieson on a tour of Lerwick harbour

{_) The compassion that drives us

Fishermen still battle heavy seas every day, pitting their skills and experience
against the elements to bring home the catch. For the Fishermen’s Mission, our
caring support of fishermen remains firmly built on our Christian faith — driven by the
compassion we see in the life of Jesus. Aubrey Jamieson, Fishermen’s Mission Area
Manager in Shetland, tells us more:

fﬂ' TRA

L ans saxd o] “The seas around “For me, it's a privilege to serve our Shetland fishing
Shetland are home to communities. My Christian faith underpins my

some of the world’s work and ministry. Jesus called fishermen to follow
richest and busiest fishing him, and it is the compassion he modelled that
grounds. We are often a shapes and informs all | do across so many varied
staging post for fishing situations, settings, and interactions. Jesus made a
emergencies at sea, with life-changing difference in people’s lives, and it is the
casualties arriving by boat example he showed that drives me forward in serving
or helicopter at Shetland’s  our fishermen.”

hospital. This can happen
at any time, day or night.

We'd be so pleased if you can remember

| always strive to be alongside the injured tr_'e practical ch”s_‘t'ar_' ministry of the
fisherman — often arranging their journey home Fishermen'’s Mission in your prayers and

if well enough, or, if transferred to the mainland, make God’s mission to fishermen and their
ensuring continued care through my Fishermen’s ~ families possible with a gift. Thank you.
Mission colleagues.

“Shetland is a wonderful place to live and work,

although many folks are unaware of jUSt how remote “FoR You KNow THE GRA(E OF oun l.ORD

it is. I'm often taking ferries to the islands to support

fishing families in the more distant spots. JESUS CHRIST, THAT THOUGH HE WAS RICH,
“I recently conducted a funeral on Out Skerries. YET FOR YOUR SAKE HE BECAME POOR,

The community there consists of less than 40 people,

with the ferry only running on demand. | was there SO THAT Yﬂll THRO“GH HIS PUVERTY
to greet the coffin and be with the family and friends MIGH-I- BE(OME Rl(l‘l "

who were grieving in this tight-knit community.
2 Corinthians 8 v 9

Photo: Ivan Reid,:_S_h,etIand..

Out Skerries harbour



) Straight to the heart

With their in-depth knowledge of local services, our Port Staff can build support
around our clients. We uniquely fill the gaps to help as only the Fishermen’s Mission
can. Sally Taylor, our Area Manager in Hull, tells us more:

“Rita lives with her husband Eric, a former
fisherman. Rita is elderly and frail, on palliative

care and usually needs to use an oxygen tank.
When | called on them in their small council house
it was clear Rita was very poorly and could no
longer manage the stairs. | began work with the
local authority and our maritime charity partners to
provide a stairlift, accessible bathroom facilities and
temporary downstairs sleeping accommodation.

“As | got to know the couple, it was clear Rita was very
anxious about their finances. An error with their council
tax payments had left small arrears. At first Rita
refused to seek advice and felt too ashamed to ask for
charitable help. Rita knew poverty as a child and had
a real fear of getting into debt. This was more than just
a financial problem - this was an issue of the heart,
borne out of past trauma.

“As our relationship grew, | gently lessened this fear
and with her permission, linked the couple up with
local council-funded services. They checked Rita and
Eric were receiving the correct benefits and were on
the best energy tariff. Gaining confidence, Rita then
spoke to SAIL (Seafarers’ Advice and Information Line)
who advocated with the council on her behalf

to resolve the debt issue.

“Rita needed time in hospital, and on her return, the
burden of care fell heavily on her husband Eric. We
linked Eric to his GP’s Social Prescribers service,
gaining him more support and much-needed respite.

“Financial and health issues take a heavy toll on
people like Rita and Eric. With the Fishermen’s
Mission, they have someone on their side, giving
them a voice, allaying fears, and providing real
solutions. Your donation today ensures we can go
straight to the heart of the issues our clients face
and make their lives better. Thank you.”

“THIS WAS MORE THAN JUST A
FINANCIAL PROBLEM - THIS WAS
AN ISSUE OF THE HEART. BORNE
OUT OF PAST TRAUMA.”

casvverme 5 M

Our Fishermen'’s Mission team in Hull: Sal van Beem, Sally Taylor and Rebecea Theobald



2]
Y
>
o)
2
©
£
(=
<
u
'
%
D
%

Emewan

10

At the Fishermen’s Mission, we know
that giving to a charity is a personal
choice. It means so much to us that
throughout our 145 years of serving
fishermen and their families, people
like you have made that work possible.

Every donation we receive is special,
including gifts generously given by
people through a legacy. These gifts
form the foundation of our caring support.

Recently, some supporters told us
of their reasons for leaving a gift in
their will to the Fishermen’s Mission.
Here’s what they had to say:
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“l @ave supported for many
years. Such a dangerous living
and sacritice made by these
very brave people for our fis. (
oon’t think wmany people realise
the circumstances. [ fope to keep
elping when | am able”

June

“Deep sea tishermen have one

of the wmost, at times, dangerous
jobs in the world where
conditions at sea can change very
suddenly. But still they 9o, driven
by a deep tradition that compels
thewm to bring howme the catch, for

a nation that loves its fish and
chips. [t is for these reasouns that |
awm pleased to Gonour the courage,
bravery and dedication of our
fishermen and their fawmilies with
a qift included in my will.”

Paul

Like June and Paul above, maybe you have kindly
promised to leave a gift in your will for the Fishermen'’s
Mission. We would love to hear your story as well.

Or are you possibly considering this? If so, we would
love to give you more information about leaving a gift
in your will and how you can do this for free!

Please contact Andy Perry, Legacy Manager
in confidence on 01489 566922 or email
andyperry@fishermensmission.org.uk

THE BIG %%
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Who would have thought that I S0 DONATED
a challenge involving cold water A '
could generate so much warmth?

Last year’s Big Dip brought together supporters
from across the UK, all united by one goal:
helping fishermen and their families.

We were genuinely delighted by the response. Not only
did we see lots of smiling faces — often dripping wet —
but we felt the warmth and generosity of people coming
together to support a cause close to their hearts.

Along with many of you dipping individually, we had staff
from seafood restaurants heading to their local beach,
fish and chip shop owners joining forces with suppliers to
charge into the waves, and schoolteachers climbing into
giant tubs of cold water in the playground - raising funds
while entertaining their pupils at the same time!

That’s the beauty of the Big Dip. You don’t have
to dip in the sea to support those whose lives
depend on it. Whether it’s a river, lake,
swimming pool, paddling pool, or even your
bathtub, there are plenty of ways to Big Dip.

Big Dippers either donated directly to the appeal and
shared their Big Dip on social media, or set up online
fundraiser pages to gather sponsorship from friends
and family. Together, they raised an incredible amount
to support the Fishermen’s Mission’s vital work.

This October we’re aiming to make

the Big Dip even bigger and dippier!
Here’s your Big Dip 2026 challenge...

Calling all supporters, family and friends,
schools, sports clubs, work places, churches,
and fishing communities - it’s time to Big

Dip! Safely take the plunge and ensure the
Fishermen’s Mission can continue being there
for fishing families who need us the most.

www.fishermensmission.org.uk/
get-involved/the-big-dip/
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memory of someone you love

As the tide recedes, it leaves
behind bright seashells on
the sand.

As the sun goes down, gentle
warmth still lingers on the land.

| And yet as the music stops,
it still echoes on
in sweet refrains. ..

For every joy that passes,
something beautiful remains.

Hardin Marshall

At-the FisEermen’s Mission, we know how important
itisto remember those whq. have shaped our lives,

those who meant so mucILto us. Your kindness is a
Iaetmg tribute that will offer life-changing support to

fishermen and their families.

If you wish to make a donation in honour
of your loved one, please scan the QR
code or phone 0800 6341020.

For other ways to remember your loved one please visit:
www.fishermensmission.org.uk/in-memory
or email charlottekennedy@fishermensmission.org.uk

Make a donation

We receive no government funding
or lottery support so every single donation
makes a real difference to us.
You can make a donation by calling
FREEPHONE 0800 6341020
or donate online at:
www.fishermensmission.org.uk
or post a cheque to our address
shown below.

You can set up a regular gift online
or use the enclosed gift form.

How to contact us:
Telephone us: 01489 566910
Freephone: 0800 6341020

Email us: enquiries@fishermensmission.org.uk

Write to us:

The Fishermen’s Mission, Mather House,

4400 Parkway, Solent Business Park,
Whiteley, Hampshire. PO15 7FJ

Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. A charity founded in 1881.

We receive no government or lottery funding.
Registered Charity: England & Wales No. 232822.
Registered Charity: Scotland No. SC039088.

Company Limited by Guarantee, Registered in England: No. 24477.

Become a volunteer

We are always grateful for the help
given to us by our dedicated volunteers.
If you can spare a few hours each month,
please call us for a chat on:
FREEPHONE 0800 6341020 or email:
enquiries@fishermensmission.org.uk

Pray for the ministry of
the Fishermen’s Mission

You can download our Prayer Calendar
at www.fishermensmission.org.uk/
prayercalendar/

Visit our website www.fishermensmission.org.uk
Follow us on: € /thefishmish €3 @thefishmish @ @thefishmish

Registered with
FUNDRAISING
@ REGULATOR

Remember us in your will

Everyone wants to ensure that friends
and family are well-provided for when
you are writing or updating your will.

By including even a small gift to the
Fishermen's Mission, you can make a
life-changing difference for fishermen
and their families.

If you would like our ‘Guide to Gifts

in Wills’ booklet, call:

FREEPHONE 0800 6341020 or email:
andyperry@fishermensmission.org.uk
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